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The role of concubines in public life in the early

Abbasid era
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Abstract

The history of Islam particularly the Abbasid era cannot be
understood apart from the unseen roles played by certain female
figures in the sphere of power. Women in early Islamic society were
not always confined to subordinate or secluded positions; historical
sources reveal numerous instances of women who held influential
roles in political and social life either directly through their
presence in ruling circles, or indirectly through their influence over

decision-makers.

From this perspective, the class of jawari (concubines) in the early
Abbasid period emerges as a significant example of this
unconventional female presence. A study of this group reveals that
the jawart were not merely instruments of luxury or ornamentation
in the caliphal palaces, but rather an integral part of the Abbasid
state’s social, political, and cultural structure. Some of them
contributed to shaping policies or influencing literary and artistic
culture, making their study essential for understanding the nature of

social relations within the Abbasid court and the ways in which
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different social strata interacted with power, culture, and the
economy.

Accordingly, analyzing the presence of the jawari in Abbasid
society goes beyond the social or moral dimension; it serves as an
entry point for a deeper understanding of the Abbasid state’s
internal mechanisms and structure shedding light on the hidden
aspects of its political and cultural history.

Keywords: Role, Concubines, Public Life, Abbasid Era.
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