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Mahdism in the Islamic West

Between Religious Symbolism and Political Function

adlall

e ) 5 dpadal) S jall e LI il 43, 56 e oS Coall g G
o sl o aa )y Lgie Sae agli il s 5 (D a¥ly il cualy 34wl
Oe Jal s laiiall (aliall (sagall sels Jsn Ay ) Adle (sl 5ailudl Colaiaall
AS s et Coadl Aol Ll Lihaaie il S Al S al) @l
a5t On seal) B2 (bl e cadd ) s sl

Uhas cpfialll 5 Lapd (i 5all (g Jaad) e )0 08 45 ja il 4y gagall il 1)
Y Ll al ¢ oraitl) KA ama e Jedi il 13 Le J s camuils 1) ) O ol L
I3k o STty Cillaall Algs 8 Lgdlia) ol il il jaall 353l Ge g A
Osa—an Slo (g shaii -l i 2 o (AT il paga 5= A sagall oda culS 1) Lad
S al e o Al agVlainV iy 5 ¢ ulall Clalbai s alady o 4l iy ol i
€o_jlaliias) i () oy Tasally ol il 5 de 33 (o ¢ oasbpns aida 55 3 jae
sl seds il da raawall gy Caaldl 5l 8 Geala ST S Ly, s
Y Ll ol lmiall Galiall sadal Ll dua yall STl b g il & e e
el siie 5 Ledlly Jading (o 5dill A doa J) 30

11 www.ibn-rushed.com ¢¥ alaall €0 2aall ccbaal jall Ak ) o) Aaa


http://www.ibn-rushed.com/
mailto:dr.boultif@gmail.com

coabad) it gil) g aal) Sa ) G eaSal) D) (B A gagal)

Abstract

During its extensive history, the Islamic West has witnessed several
ideological movements and political calls aiming at change and
reform, many of which were inspired by a large amount of
widespread beliefs among Maghrebians about the advent of the
awaited redeemer Mahdi. One of the most outstanding of these
movements that constituted an important turning point in the
history of the Islamic West is the Almohad movement relying upon
the call of the Mahdi Ibn Tumert.

The Tumert Mahdism gave rise to a lot of polemic among historians
formerly and researchers recently without reaching any decisive
opinion whether it stemmed from Shii thought or did not exceed the
boundaries of Sunni orthodoxy. Its final failure raises more than
one questioning about whether this Mahdism —and other similar
messianic movements— encloses a religious content that fell short
of abiding by people’s expectations and meeting their
preoccupations, or that the matter was nothing more than a political
function depending on a pragmatic trend which harmed the
principle rather than promote it.

Perhaps the most important concern in the mind of the researcher
in this context might be: has the appearance of Mahdism
movements on the historical scene disposed of the religious
reference of the belief in the awaited redeemer or is it still thriving
in the hearts and keeping its shine and power?
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