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Abstract

The Hanish Islands are located in front of the coast facing the
famous city of Al-Khokha, and the archipelago is the closest of the
Yemeni islands to the international passages to the Bab al-Mandab
Strait, which gave it strategic importance, which was the cause of the

British-Italian competition to control it in the first half of the twentieth
century, according to a documentary file from the British archive.

Britain used the Lausanne Treaty of 1923 to control the islands without
informing Italy so that it would not share them with it, because Article 16
of Lausanne did not specify who these islands would belong to.

The study documents through British documents the British
government's fears of the Italian government's attempts to establish
some form of informal control over certain islands. The Italian
government's plan to establish a lighthouse on the southwestern island
of Haycock constituted a claim to the island. Establishment of Italian
military bases on Hanish Islands and Jabal Zuqar Island. The study
revealed reports of attempts made by the Italian military bases to limit
fishing and pearl fishing in the neighboring waters to dhows that have a
license from Assab. After the defeat of Italy in World War I, Italian
influence over Eritrea ended, and Hanish marched under British control

until the independence of South Yemen in November 1967.
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