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A Practical and Rational Approach to the Relationship
Between Religion and Politics: An Analysis of Baruch
Spinoza's" Theological-Political Treatise"
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Abstract

This study aims to present a practical and applied approach based on a rational
and critical vision of the issues surrounding the relationship between religion
and politics. It does so by analyzing Baruch Spinoza's "Theological-Political
Treatise." Spinoza, a rational philosopher and believer in God, remains a
significant figure in global philosophy across various directions and fields. His
"Theological-Political Treatise™ is considered a foundational reference for the
rational and philosophical interpretation of religion. This book has the potential
to positively influence the establishment of a rational social organization

compatible with religion.

The study employs analytical and deductive methodologies to deconstruct and
examine Spinoza's "Theological-Political Treatise,” aiming to provide
contemporary summaries and conclusions applicable to our current world. The
study concludes with findings and recommendations that suggest religious
content comprises diverse and varied intellectual processes derived from
people’s confidence and their methods of receiving and understanding religion.
It is impossible to compel people to adopt or prohibit a particular
understanding of religion. The political authority has no choice but to allow
scientific and jurisprudential doctrines to operate freely, with its role being to
enforce the law and prevent violations or infringements on public and

individual rights.

Key words: Theology, The rational interpretation of religion, The

philosophical interpretation of religion.
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